


Who are we ?

Thank you for your interest in Al-Bassam Schools. By God’s Grace, our progress is rapid and coming up to our community’s
expectations is considered a pride for us as we always focus on excellence in both academic and behavioral fields.
Our main objective is to prepare distinguished students and productive citizens who serve their country and
possess high skills of thinking, discussing and life in general. Throughout the years we adopted the national
curriculum of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, KSA, as well as Cambridge International Primary Programme, CIPP,
in the primary stage and the International General certificate of Secondary Education, IGCSE, in the higher stages.
The starting with our belief in our community, thinking of sustainable development, and standing in
connection with the vision and mission of Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 20230,we have moved to the international
Baccalaureate Program (PYP) and became an Authorized school. We have been accepted in the PYP
programme in June 2020. We were accepted as a candidate school for the MYP program, and DP as well
We believe how important it is to master a second language, our campuses are bilingual, and we have adopted high Standard
English curricula along with the standard Arabic language (Fos-ha) curricula. In addition, we are keen on implementing
the international standards in a national perspective when it comes to both our curricula and in our staffs and students’
performance. We continuously establish worldwide partnerships with the foremost international institutions in the field so as to
benefit from them in achieving further future expectations led by an effective educational and administrative team. We attain to
the aspirations of Saudi society and prepare the students for modern education through a team provided with a highly effective
professional development plan, in addition to advanced self-evaluation tools to measure how perfectly work is done according

to high professional standards.

Dr. Yousuf bin Hamad Al-Bassam

The Educational Campus Chairman

*Al Bassam School is among the schools participating in the King Faisal Foundation (KFF) (www.kff.com) and the International Baccalaureate Organization
(IBO) (www.ibo.org) cooperation project: “Developing Learners, Leaders and Teachers for the Future of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia”, which received the

support and approval of the Ministry of Education.
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Welcome to the IB World schools.!

The International Baccalaureate is an organization dedicated to high quality of
education throughout the world.

More than 4,000 schools so far have chosen to teach International Baccalaureate®
(IB) programmes, with their unique academic rigor and their emphasis on students’
personal development. Those schools employ over 70,000 educators, teaching more than one million
students worldwide. And the numbers are growing.

IBO provide three K to 12 academic programs as followed:

( PYP Primary Years Program)

( MYP Middle Years Program)

( DP Diploma Program )

Bassam International Schools BIS is currently working toward the delivery of PYP.

Who is the PYP for?

The International Baccalaureate® (IB) Primary Years Programme (PYP) is available for students aged 3 to 12

What is the PYP?
The PYP prepares students to become active, caring, lifelong learners who demonstrate respect for themselves and others and have the

capacity to participate in the world around them. It focuses on the development of the whole child as an inquirer, both within and beyond

the classroom.
The model of the PYP described in the figure shown.

4
\
)
v

ldds ) Lyl Sl pmylae ble § 050 Lo ye

S Ol IS § o] dmdy LgalST ol gadiny s dobiia o ddswl byglSY) dobaie

b gs el gaseidl gaddl e 155,55 doslall dugalSYI golnl 0da yuleg o55ltie dusadl byl ol @S OV ior duyae €12+ (o ST Syl
U331 @ dlueVls. b Ogde v ST ugydts Liogy Osesiy Sa53 Voo o re SST Guylall o

1 LS e QU hall iy JUBYI 2Ly e Aoy bl Bugied desdy ol B ddgall byslS) dalain puds

(PYP) &3lun¥) Oilsiad) graliyn)

MYPhaugill Olgiudl galiys )

(DP Loshul gxalsys )

daize gealiS . PYP 45anyl Olgial gualiy dlosbl 0o & BIS ddlsdl plucdl guylie pudly

SPYP @al.’a).g (Q.QSJ.Q.I.W.J Q.g.l.” QMI o2 O

Lle VW (g Olgiw ¥ pes o OMal PYP dlunl) Olgiud) galiye GlowtVl ol

SPYP @L.\ng” Ol g | @AU).g b

025 W e eV 09 a0 BLiadl gue (natge inhidd olsie Ig-onuad O L5lanY) Olgiwd] gely ds
elgw Combg o iStunS JSS Jdhll joghl e malydl s 55, .calo> oo bldl g Jsladll e 8)u il o9

dadll ls ol sl
e

a¢5|£_\§" C:Ig.‘w«ﬂ énb)_i tbg,e JJLB.LI M’” ubag



AL Bassam International school has become an authorized school in the cademic year of (2019-2020) .
Our main aim this year to achieve our first Evaluation visit by the academic year (2023-2024) from the
IBO.

BIS believes that the PYP curriculum framework fits the mission, philosophy and goals of our new KG &Elementary School.
The curriculum is based on sound knowledge and understanding about how children best learn and how the brain works.
It allows us to have considerable flexibility in the choice of content and topics that our children will study as appropriate to
our school community. It also connects our school to a wider international school network and an internationally respected
educational organization, thus our school works towards continuous school improvement.
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What is different about the PYP?

The goals of the PYP are essentially no different from the BIS

aims as reflected in our mission statement. Olelste oS o ohis OWI geoxis
However, PYP demands a true partnership between students, ¢ gaadl ;S Lo Glyols OMtue

teachers and parents in the school community and the . . .
global community. Oe95ue JS'J UL des: LS
PYP Providesa specific curriculum framework that presetsa set of updated and Auleul deloxzYl

well-built values, beliefs, concepts, knowledge, skills, strands and good practices
for each subject area.

Children are actively engaged in learning about issues and themes of universal
significance. These are designed to produce students who reflect a learner profile
of attitudes and learning all of which allows them to participate more fully in the
world they will enter as adults.

The PYP classroom is student-centered. Students are encouraged and developed
to be independent learners and critical thinkers. Students learn to take socially
responsible action.



What makes the PYP special?

It is inquiry based - programme that takes a student from where they are in their understanding and using
inquiry to further develop their knowledge and understanding. Also the PYP is focused on developing
international-mindedness.

The PYP encourages students to become independent learners, and IBS encourages them to make connections
between life in school, life at home and life in the world. By helping students to see that learning is connected
to life, a strong foundation for future learning is established.

PYP requires presenting six transdisciplinary themes as units:

Who we are? Where are we in place and time? How we express ourselves? How the world works? How we
organize ourselves? Sharing the planet.

The Learner Profile is the expression of the philosophy of the PYP and contributes to the development of
international-mindedness. There are 10 attributes that make up the Learner Profile as followed:

Inquirers, Knowledgeable, Thinkers, Communicators, Principled, Open-minded, Caring, Risk-takers,
alanced, Reflective

The PYP program encourages learners to develop specific groups of skills as followed:
Thinking skills - communications skills - social skills — research skills - self management skills
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The Primary Years Programme (PYP) is a transdisciplinary

curriculum framework that offers authentic learning experiences.

The PYP encourages students to learn to appreciate knowledge, conceptual
understandings, skills and personal attributes as a connected whole.
Each school collaboratively develops a programme of inquiry to reflect the unique
aspects of that school’s community. The programme of inquiry is organized and
framed by six transdisciplinary themes:
«Who we are.
oWhere we are in place and time.
+How we express ourselves.
eHow the world works.
«How we organize ourselves.
«Sharing the planet.
These transdisciplinary themes together provide children with authentic learning
experiences that are not confined to the boundaries of traditional subjects. Although
subjects play an important role in learning, PYP learners explore real-world
problems by going beyond subject boundaries. Students have opportunities to
reflect on the significance of their learning to take meaningful action in their

community and the wider world. C
)




Exploring the six transdisciplinary themes in the PYP

The programme of inquiry articulates how the six transdisciplinary themes will be
explored across the different age groups. It provides students in the early and primary
years with the opportunity to experience a coherent and balanced curriculum.

The PYP framework is dynamic because a transdisciplinary programme of inquiry

leaves room for emergent and unexpected ideas, directions and connections

that students might encounter.

Specifically, students and teachers engage with:

« the programme of inquiry—the structure that articulates what, when and

how learners explore the transdisciplinary themes from 3-12 years

« concepts that have relevance across, between and beyond the
subjects and that connect knowledge to enable learners to build a

conceptual understandings.

« the approaches to learning and approaches to teaching both crucial for
developing inquiring minds and the skills needed to explore concepts and
subject knowledge.

« reflection and taking action to enhance individual and collective understanding
and learning or to address personal, local and/or global challenges and opportunities.
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What is BIS commitments when it comes to applying PYP?

PYP Inquiry Units are designed to ..

« Develop a strong set of problem-solving strategies & think critically
« Develop knowledge and skills to apply to new situations or tasks

« Continue to question throughout their lives

o Develop international mindedness

« Take action as a result of the learning process
« Build on prior knowledge

« Work individually, with a partner and in groups

A « Be listened to and appreciate their input.. Opinions and ideas.
BIS is committed to

} « providing learning environments that are stimulating and provocative

« Effective ongoing professional development to ensure its teachers are lifelong learners
and informed of the most recent effective practice
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How will my child be assessed?

Assessment in the PYP is integral to all parts of teaching and learning. It is not just the simple act of measuring
what students have learned, rather it is a ‘state of mind’ which permeates every aspect of teaching and learning.
In its simplest form it is everything we do that guides learners by helping them to answer the three most important
questions they have as learners ‘Where am I?, ‘Where do I need to be?” and ‘How can I close the gap?.

Effective assessment must always be ongoing, varied and purposeful, and it also must be a collaborative process
that involves students, families, teachers and our community.

ASSESSMENT FOR LEARNING

Strategies in this domain may include teachers changing the way they teach based on what they find in the
following ways:

o Asking students to complete an assessment at the start of a unit or topic to find out what they already know

« Examining work in progress to look for evidence of understanding or misunderstanding (portfolios, homework
tasks, drafts, etc.)

o Teachers set up collaborative or active learning groups so that they can circulate, listen to conversations and learn
where students are in their understanding

o Skillful questioning designed to elicit understanding

o Maximum ‘visible thinking’ strategies to make it clear what students are thinking (e.g. asking students to write
answers on whiteboard and hold them up, rather than have students work in their own books)

ASSESSMENT AS LEARNING

assessment AS learning is the way in which the student herself benefits from reflecting on assessment.

This is how students actually learn THROUGH assessment.

Examples include:

o Students engage in peer and self-assessment and begin to understand what quality work looks like and how they
might improve their own work

o Students become involved in goal-setting, monitoring their own progress, reflecting on the results of their
learning and planning for next steps

o Teachers design rich and rewarding assessment tasks which are of inherent learning value in and of themselves
ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING

This is the measurement of the extent to which students have mastered the learning goals. It is the type of
assessment which usually ends up in grades and report card comments. Examples include:

o Tests, major projects, assignments or any other substantial piece of work on which teachers make a judgment
of attainment for the purpose of reporting to parents in a report card comment or grade

o Collections of evidence over time which are then, at a fixed point in time, judged for the purpose of making a

report card comment or grade. For example, a teacher may collect evidence of writing samples over the course

of a 6-8-week unit, and then write a judgment as to the current status of a child’s learning based on all available
- -
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How does BIS recognize my child’s achievement?

We are working toward not awarding grades in our reports or when marking student’s work. We
believe that feedback in the form of structured comments (oral or written) is more effective. Rubrics
are developed to assess a summative task with criteria that guide and enhance student learning and
achievements.

Our practices do not lead to the presentation of awards for students achieving above others. We
believe that although this kind of award may be an incentive to a few students, it does not act as
an encouragement to the majority of other learners who may not be able to achieve at that level.
The emphasis at Elementary is on recognition rather than on competition.

Our intent is to encourage intrinsic rather than extrinsic motivation.
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IBS sees learning as a partnership between student, parent and our school. You can help your child by:

How can I support my child’s learning?

 maintaining regular contact with us.

« Sharing books with your child supporting your child’s mother tongue.

o Providing an appropriate setting and structured routine for doing homework.
« Knowing the unit themes and central ideas into which your child is inquiring.

» Making discussion of ideas, opinions and events about the unit of inquiry.

‘ul.o.b (alw s ‘“,..&e“ g LS

Léls Sy . dwyubly JLall ol il yo el &1L Sumy edsed) 0L bl plowd! Lyin & o0
1=k o b ducluws

ok & (&ELLU Juolgdb lpaiwd] o

llib me @Y1 20 1,85 L) oSU) 3S)lis o

din dyglhall Slelgll clol e b moniad) w539y 5 Lo p955 o

b lgaasSy U1 Olegdshly dewsd )l 8,540l e Byl o

Wlo el Ly I BLESYI Busgy &M=l OIS SlasYlg 5135 S8 dsdlin o



Al-Bassam International School has become a (MYP) candidate
school in the academic year of (2022-2023).
The Middle Years Programme (MYP) aims to teach students to

become independent learners who can discover the

relationships between school subjects and the world.
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What is the MYP? -

The Middle Years Programme (MYP) is designed to teach students to become
independent learners who can discover the relationships between school
subjects and the world. The MYP is offered by the International Baccalaureate
(IB) for students aged 11 to 16. The MYP focuses on developing international
mindedness, written and oral communication, acquisition of a second language,

and thematic and interdisciplinary units of study. Students are challenged
intellectually and encouraged to make connections between what they learn in
traditional subjects and the real world. The MYP is accommodating to most
national or local curriculum requirements, builds upon the knowledge; skills
and attitudes developed in the IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) and prepares
students to meet the academic challenges of the IB Diploma Programme (DP).

S(MYP) dhawgel) dl>yt) &AU).? b

Onedzin Iy oad OIL! o st (MYP) dh wszll Olsiwdl sy oo o3
Je8 (o galindl poas oty Ll eyl sls bl oy OBl BLaaS) o 4iSg
555 Lale V15 VY ins eemlas] 275 Ul 3Ll (IB) ddsull Ly ,slSU|
L) OlwsSly asehally gLl Jolgdlly A Joull ddis)l ,yshs e paliyl
=9 LS8 Ol gusd o S . Sliaasdl Ssusie dewlyd Olusgy d b
aizd) by dwlyll ols Ll § dgalsty L iy daoly) Ao s pamum i
L8ymbl o g ddsully Lokl Oy, aL) Sldbate o tase ol g
Lol Lol dlanyl Olgidl gl § Ladas o3 -l Cadlshly Shlall
L)s Sl s s ol degalS¥I Olousad] dgelol (ML Layl wsys (PYP)

.(DP) d_JsuJ|

©



Why choose the MYP?

Interconnected world, students need a sophisticated combination of knowledge, skills and personal
attributes to prepare for success, achieve personal growth and lead lives with meaning. Introduced
in 1994, the Middle Years Programme (MYP) is part of an educational continuum that emphasizes
concepts, ideas and issues that cross disciplinary, cultural, national and

geographical boundaries. Within a coherent, comprehensive curriculum framework, the MYP pro-
vides academic challenge and encourages development of life skills on which students rely through-

out the course of their independent, purpose-driven lives.
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MYP students will:

« Be encouraged to think independently and drive their own learning.

o Take part in programmes of education that can lead them to some of thehighest-ranking universities
around the world.

« Become more culturally aware, through the development of second and additional languages.

« Be able to engage with people in an increasingly globalized, rapidly changing world.”

-For more information about the MYP programme, refer to:

www.ibo.org

www.ibo.org/information-for-parents/myp-for-parents
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The MYP Curriculum:

MYP Disciplines:

There are eight content areas in the MYP:

« Language and Literature

« Mathematics

« Individuals and Societies

« Science

o Arts (Drama, Music, Visual Arts, etc.)
» Language Acquisition

« Physical Education and Health

o Design (Digital & Product)
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Assessment in the MYP:

Rigorous criteria, applied consistently worldwide MYP assessment standards are
consistent around the world. In order to maintain the rigor for which the IB is
renowned, the MYP assessment model is  criterion-related. Teachers structure
varied and valid assessment tasks so that students can demonstrate achievement
according to objectives defined by the IB. Tasks are assessed against established
criteria, not against the work of other students.

A good curriculum develops a range of student skills. The MYP encourages teachers
to assess this acquired skill set, including how to succeed in written examinations.
Typical MYP assessment tasks include open-ended,

problem-solving activities and investigations, organized debates, tests and
examinations, hands-on experimentation, analysis and reflection. MYP assessment

is carried out by teachers, according to the criteria defined by the IB.

:(MYP) dhawgid] Olgiudl ol § el

s Blasdl dol o D) slosl mpaz § Slhaiwl didroy diwis ot polee
dhwgibl Olginwdl goliyy § possdd] 356 LS dgll Lyl Sl dy 55 (g3 ol
Ol Sty o doumog degite el plge (2550 galsbl pody sling b5y
plabl om0 sl LoygllSIN Jod (e Bouoebl Bluad Ladg jLoudl sLebl s
o= gBLle Jox) Lddg udg douod) yulzall Ladg

ot s cnnliell o) gy . MUall Gkl (s dsgazes 5y dmdl gl
plye dois . dolSU Ohlasl § pledl a8 elJb § Le dewsShl Ohlghl Legams
deataio OLsdling (M id) Jog «Ergmnyg da il (MYP) grslipy 3 dozdgad] gt
da gkl Olgiudl ol oadld el ol 0 5 SiS9 Jadodiy o dos sy OhLasly
Al Lyl Sl B (e Sdusddl jolzall Lady galshl U8 (3




MYP External Assessment:

MYP E-Assessment represents a balanced, appropriately-challenging model that comprises examinations
and coursework. Two-hour examinations in four subject groups (language and literature, sciences,
mathematics, individuals and societies) and in interdisciplinary learning are individually marked by IB
examiners. Portfolios of student work for four subject groups (language acquisition, physical and health
education, arts, and design) are moderated by IB examiners to international standards.

-These innovative assessments focus on conceptual understanding and the ability to apply knowledge in
complex, unfamiliar situations. They offer robust and reliable assessment of student achievement in the
MYP.
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-The MYP’s thoughtful, multi-faceted curriculum framework aligns with our school’s
mission:

«Using modern educational methodologies in a secure and motivating environment
developing long life skills and promoting the national identity to contribute to global

and digital citizenship».
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urther information about the PYP Please Visit The International
Baccalaureate public website: www.ibo.org
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